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Enclosed is information on several pieces of legislation 
I have filed or will be filing in the near future. I would like 

to invite you to sign on as a joint or co-author on any 
of these that you have interest in. 

If are interested in any of these bills or need additional 
information, please don’t hesitate to contact my office 

at 512-463-0128 or Matthew.Dowling@senate.state.tx.us.

MORE LEGISLATION

SB 179: NRA & TSRA approved legislation that decreases the minimum 
caliber requirement for CHL qualification from .32 to .22 caliber.  

SB 237: Limiting the amount of teams that can advance to playoffs in 
UIL sanctioned athletic competitions to two teams per district. 

SB 199: Prohibits the use and sale of synthetic drugs, adds new known 
chemicals to statute and includes a controlled 
substance analogue provision that will act as a ‘catch all’ for drugs with 
substantially similar chemical composition or intended to produce sub-
stantially similar effects. (Filed last Session)

SB 267: Prohibits local governments from enacting ordinances that 
require businesses to accept federal housing vouchers. 

SENATE DISTRICT 28
Chairman: Senate Committee on Agriculture, Water, & Rural Affairs

Member: Senate Committee on Criminal Justice, 
Health & Human Services, and Higher Education



FILED LEGISLATION
Please feel free to grab a green card if you would 

like to co-author any of these bills. 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

SB 136: Puts in place zero-based budgeting for all state agencies during 
the sunset process. 

SJR 11/ SB 137: Limits increases in our budget to population growth 
plus inflation. 

SB 138: Phases out our state’s franchise tax by 2018.

SJR 19: Place a floor on the Rainy Day Fund to ensure we keep a balance 
no less than 5% of general revenue.  

RURAL ISSUES

SB 395: Increasing flexibility for rural school districts to select their own 
school start date as early as the second Monday in August.

SB 140: Franchise tax exemption for tractor GPS services.

SB 394: Helps our municipalities and counties mitigate the cost of TCEQ 
penalties through allowing first time offenders of a particular offense to 
apply their penalty towards a supplemental environmental project that will 
bring them into compliance. 

SJR 17: Extends rural provision in Texas Constitution that allows coun-
ties to maintain and repair rural private roads at a fair market rate to inter-
ested property owners. Currently this is available to counties under 5,000 
population, our bill extends it to 7,500. 

UPCOMING LEGISLATION
Please take a look at the bills below and let me know if you have 
any questions or concerns. I hope to have your support when we 
file these bills in the near future. Please let me know if you have 

any questions ore concerns. 

SYNTHETIC DRUG LABELING

In 2011, the legislature passed bi-partisan legislation prohibiting the sale 
and use of synthetic drugs. Unfortunately, companies have found ways to 
skirt this law through slightly altering the chemical makeup of these drugs.  

The effects of these drugs are unpredictable and often more severe than 
their illegal counterparts. Because so many combinations of chemicals 
exist, our hospitals have a difficult time treating individuals that have con-
sumed these substances. 

Our bill is designed to give law enforcement, specifically district and county 
attorneys, another tool in their toolbox to combat the problem of synthetic 
drugs through prohibiting the sale of mislabeled abusable synthetic sub-
stances.

ELECTION INTEGRITY

Interstate Crosscheck Program: This bill would implement 
an interstate crosscheck program to ensure individuals voting in Texas are 
not registered to vote in multiple states. This is a bipartisan program that 
comes with no fiscal note to the state, complies with the Voting Rights Act 
and was even recommended by the Presidential Commission on Election 
Administration. 

According to news reports, Illinois, a state with 7.5 million registered 
voters, turned up 211,000 duplicates when they implemented an interstate 
crosscheck program in their state. The large duplication rate leaves the 
door wide open for election fraud. 


